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• Coliform bacteria
• E. coli O157:H7



• Cryptosporidium



• Giardia



• Norovirus



• Hepatitis A



• Shigella



• Campylobacter



• Salmonella



• Pseudomonas aeruginosa

swimmer’s ear hot tub rash



• Swimmer’s Ear (Otitis externa)



• Hot Tub Rash (Pseudomonas dermatitis)



• Staphylococci & Streptococci



• Legionella



• Athlete’s Foot (tinea pedis)



• Naegleria fowleri

https://youtu.be/4QhWVTvhJxA


• In 1998 in Georgia, 26 people were sickened after swimming in a pool 
with a child who had E. coli.

- 7 people were hospitalized & 1 killed by the outbreak.
- The pool’s chlorine level had not been adequately maintained. 

• In New Mexico in 2008, a competitive swimmer who ignored 
symptoms of diarrhea caused 92 swimmers, including other 
competitive swimmers, coaches and lifeguards, to contract the illness. 

• In 2001 in an Illinois water park, 358 people contracted diarrhea, 
despite adequate chlorine and pH levels. 



• In 1996 in Virginia, 23 people became ill with Legionaire’s disease.  A 
whirlpool spa display at a retail store was circulating filtered water through 
the spa that had not been chlorinated.  The only thing those people had in 
common was that they were at the store during the same weekend. 

   - 4 had only walked by the display.
   -  The filter from display had bacteria identical to that cultured from cases.

• In 1983 in Utah, there was an outbreak of folliculitis at a waterslide.  650 
people were affected.  At the beginning of day, 1 circulation pump didn’t 
work, the park was opened anyway.  During the course of the day, the other 
circulation pump failed, so there was no water circulation.  Bathers 
reported that the water was cloudy, foamy, and smelled bad.







• Avoid the pool if they have diarrhea (germs can be transmitted in pool water 
weeks after symptoms cease)

• Shower using soap (especially the rear end) before and after swimming
• Take frequent bathroom breaks (small children need reminders) and check 

diapers often (every hour, if possible)
• Change diapers in bathroom – NOT poolside
• Wash hands with soap after using bathroom and after changing diapers
• Don’t swallow pool water

• Children sometimes jokingly spit pool water back into pool or at friends, but this 
can cause illness







www.cdc.gov/
www.nachi.org
www.aquaticcouncil.com

http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.nachi.org/
http://www.aquaticcouncil.com/
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